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Dear Reader,

By the time our spring 2021 titles appear the world will be further along in adjusting to the “new normal” 
that will impact on all of our lives. In the case of university press publishing this will mean more university 
library holdings will only be in digital form as footfall in libraries continues to be curtailed. 

The ingenuity and speed at which institutions adapted to pandemic conditions has been breath taking and 
we take our hats off to our university library colleagues for their tireless work in making sure that students 
and researchers have as much access to digital resources as possible.

CEU Press along with other university and academic presses made open our content for the spring 2020 
term. Suddenly we were able to see what the demand might be for our books if paywalls were taken down.  
We were astonished. For example, on Project MUSE, a platform that hosts 79 presses, we saw over 350,000 
downloads in 129 countries. Our usage statistics ranking at Project MUSE came in as number 18 amongst 
the 79 presses. Our title Academic Freedom was the most downloaded of all our books in China. 

The pandemic has also accelerated our commitment to finding new ways of opening up our content to 
all readers. We are expanding our efforts at finding sustainable ways of making our books Open Access. 
In January 2021 our new Opening the Future collaboration with libraries rolls out and will start to raise 
funding to make many of our new books open. We invite you to stay in touch for further developments.

Kind regards,

Linda Kunos and Frances Pinter

ON THE COVER:

Details from the cover artwork of Underground Modernity: Urban Poetics in East-Central Europe, Pre- and 
Post-1989 (see page 4 of the catalog)

Linda Kunos
Acting Director

Frances Pinter
Executive Chair

https://www.openingthefuture.net/


related titles

2021 SUMMER & SPRING  •  ALL AVAILABLE AS EBOOKS

Why has communism’s humanist quest for freedom and social justice without  
exception resulted in the reign of terror and lies? The authors of this collective volume 
address this urgent question covering the one hundred years since Lenin’s coup brought 
the first communist regime to power in St. Petersburg, Russia in November 1917.  
The first part of the volume is dedicated to the varieties of communist fantasies of  
salvation, and the remaining three consider how communist experiments over many  
different times and regions attempted to manage economics, politics, as well as society  
and culture. Although each communist project was adapted to the situation of the  
country where it operated, the studies in this volume find that because of its ideological 
nature, communism had a consistent penchant for totalitarianism in all of its manifestations.  

This book is also concerned with the future. As the world witnesses a new wave of ideolog-
ical authoritarianism and collectivistic projects, the authors of the nineteen essays suggest 
lessons from their analyses of communism’s past to help better resist totalitarian projects  
in the future.
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347 pages, 2020
978-963-386-333-6  paperback
$29.99 / ¤25.00/ £21.50

Populist demagoguery is discussed through the pre-
sentation of two communists, two fascists, and sev-
eral rightwing and anti-EU politicians. Ivan Berend 
defines demagoguery, reflects on its connections 
with populism, and examines the common features  
and differences in the demagogues’ programs and 
language with the help of quotations from the  
demagogues’ speeches.

492 pages, 2019
978-963-386-309-1  cloth
$105.00 / €90.00/ £85.00
978-963-386-318-3  paperback
$35.00 / ¤29.00/ £26.00

“This is a timely moment to step back from the presen-
tation of contemporary politics and take a historical  
approach to past challenges to liberal democracy in 
the twentieth century, which is precisely what Sabrina 
P. Ramet does in this eloquently written history of al-
ternatives to democracy.” Politics, Religion & Ideology

Sabrina P. Ramet Ivan T. Berend

350 pages 
978-963-386-405-0   cloth
$105.00 / ¤88.00 / £75.00

ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
OF COMMUNIST  
EXPERIMENTS 

Vladimir Tismaneanu 
University of Maryland 
Jordan Luber 
University of Maryland

A CENTURY 
OF POPULIST 
DEMAGOGUES

ALTERNATIVES  
TO DEMOCRACY  
IN TWENTIETH- 
CENTURY EUROPE 
COLLECTIVIST VISIONS 
OF MODERNITY 

EIGHTEEN EUROPEAN 
PORTRAITS, 1918–2018

Edited by 

https://ceupress.com/order/ebooks


Hannes Grandits

Karin Taylor 

Edited by

new
 books
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By providing a survey of consumption and lifestyle in Hungary during the second half of 
the twentieth century, this book shows how common people lived during and after tumul-
tuous regime changes. After an introduction covering the late 1930s, the study centers on 
the communist era and goes on to describe changes in the postcommunist period with its 
legacy of state socialism.

Tibor Valuch poses a series of questions. Who could be called rich or poor and how did they 
live in the various periods? How did living, furnishings, clothing, income and consumption 
mirror the structure of the society and its transformations? How could people accommodate 
their lifestyles to the political and social system? How specific to the regime was consump-
tion after the communist takeover, and how did it change after the demise of the regime? 
The answers, based on micro-histories, statistical data, population censuses, and surveys 
help to understand the complexities of daily life, not only in Hungary, but also in other com-
munist regimes in East-Central Europe, with insights on their antecedents and afterlives. 
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437 pages, 2010
978-963-9776-69-2   cloth
$105.00/ ¤90.00/ £85.00

“In the end, it seems that tourism contributed to the 
successes of Yugoslav socialism, but also to the in-
creased perceptions of Yugoslavs in the 1980s that 
the country was failing to deliver on promises of the 
good life. A major contribution to studies of Yugosla-
via, tourism, and cultural history. Summing Up: Highly  
recommended.” – Choice (American Library Association)

YUGOSLAVIA’S 
SUNNY SIDE
A HISTORY OF  
TOURISM IN SOCIALISM 
(1950S–1980S)

Radina Vučetić

related titles

Coca-Cola Socialism is about the Americanization of 
Yugoslav culture and everyday life during the 1960s. 
Its main argument is that both culture and everyday 
life modelled on the American way were a major source 
of legitimacy for the Yugoslav Communist Party, and a 
powerful weapon for both the USA and Yugoslavia in 
the Cold War battle for hearts and minds. 

AMERICANIZATION  
OF YUGOSLAV CULTURE  
IN THE SIXTIES

360 pages, 15 pages photo gallery, 2017
978-963-386-200-1   cloth
$95.00 / ¤85.00 / £.75.00

COCA-COLA 
SOCIALISM

500 pages, 73 illustrations (pictures, charts, 
tables)  978-963-386-376-3 cloth,  
$105.00 / ¤ 90.00 / £85.00

EVERYDAY LIFE  
UNDER COMMUNISM 
AND AFTER
CONSUMPTION AND LIFESTYLE IN 
HUNGARY, 1945–2000 

Tibor Valuch
Center for Social Sciences  
Institute of Political Science, Budapest

https://ceupress.com/order/ebooks
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The thirteen authors of this collective work undertook to articulate matter-of-fact critiques 
of the dominant narrative about communism in Poland while offering new analyses of the 
concept and examining the manifestations of anticommunism. Approaching communist 
ideas and practices, programs and their implementations, as an inseparable whole, they ex-
amine the issues of emancipation, upward social mobility, and changes in the cultural canon. 

The authors refuse to treat communism in Poland in simplistic categories of totalitarianism, 
absolute evil and Soviet colonization, and similarly refuse to equate communism and fascism. 
Nor do they adopt the neoliberal view of communism as a project doomed to failure. While 
wholly exempt from nostalgia, these essays show that beyond oppression and bad gover-
nance, communism was also a regime in which people pursued a variety of goals and how 
they sincerely attempted to build a better world for themselves.

The book is interdisciplinary and applies the tools of social history, intellectual history, po-
litical philosophy, anthropology, literature, cultural studies, and gender studies to provide a 
nuanced view of the communist regimes in East-Central Europe.
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480 pages, 5 figures
978-963-386-378-7 cloth
$105.00 / ¤ 88.00/ £75.00

REASSESSING 
COMMUNISM 
CONCEPTS, CULTURE, AND SOCIETY 
IN POLAND, 1944–1989 

related titles

548 pages, 2019
978-963-386-303-9 cloth
$115.00 / ¤105.00/ £90.00

This collection of essays is a reassessment and analysis 
of the ideological commitments of intellectuals and 
their relations to dictatorships during the twentieth 
century. The focus on an East–West comparison in  
Europe is complemented by texts also dealing with 
Latin America, China, and the Middle East, giving the 
book a global outlook.

Vladimir Tismaneanu  
Bogdan Cristian Iacob 

Editedt by

IDEOLOGICAL 
STORMS 
INTELLECTUALS,  
DICTATORS, AND  
THE TOTALITARIAN  
TEMPTATION 

444 pages, 2017
978-963-386-130-1   cloth 
$105.00 / ¤90.00 / £85.00

Leading European, American and Russian scholars dis-
cuss the theory and the history of totalitarian society. 
They revisit and reassess the analysis of east European 
societies and their difficult transition after the fall of 
communism. In line with Zaslavsky’s work and schol-
arly method, the book promotes new theoretical and 
methodological approaches to the study of fascist and 
communist regimes.

Tommaso Piffer 
Vladislav Zubok

Edited by

TOTALITARIAN 
SOCIETIES AND 
DEMOCRATIC 
TRANSITION
ESSAYS IN MEMORY OF 
VICTOR ZASLAVSKY

Katarzyna Chmielewska
Agnieszka Mrozik
Grzegorz Wołowiec
Institute of Literary Research of the Polish 
Academy of Sciences

Edited by 

https://ceupress.com/order/ebooks
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The literary scholar Alfrum Kliems explores the aesthetic strategies of Eastern European 
underground literature, art, film and music in the decades before and after the fall of com-
munism, ranging from the “father” of Prague Underground, Egon Bondy, to the neo-Dada 
Club of Polish Losers in Berlin. 

The works she considers are “underground” in the sense that they were produced illegally, 
or were perceived as subversive after the regimes had fallen. Her study challenges common 
notions of “underground” as an umbrella term for nonconformism. Rather, it depicts it as 
a sociopoetic reflection of modernity, intimately linked to urban settings, with tropes and 
aesthetic procedures related to Surrealism, Dadaism, Expressionism, and, above all, pop and 
counterculture.

The author discusses these commonalities and distinctions in Czech, Polish, Slovak, 
Ukrainian, Russian, and German authors, musicians, and filmmakers. She identifies intertex-
tual relations across languages and generations, and situates her findings in a transatlantic 
context and the historical framework of Romanticism and modernity. Despite this wide 
brief, the book never loses sight of its core message: “Underground” is no arbitrary expres-
sion of discontent, but rather the result of a fundamental conflict at the socio-philosophical 
roots of modernity.

324 pages, 7 b&w photos
Leipzig Studies on the History and Culture of  
East-Central Europe
978-963-386-397-8 cloth
$85.00 / ¤75.00 / £61.00
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Alfrun Kliems
Humboldt University of Berlin

375 pages, 2013
978-615-5225-11-6   cloth
$95.00/ ¤85.00/ £75.00

“This text is essential reading for those who wish to 
understand the dramatic changes that took place in 
the Soviet Union in the latter half of the twentieth 
century, providing a focused look at how these chang-
es had a concrete and profound effect on artistic 
production, reception, and dissemination in Russia.” 
– Slavic Review 

TRANSITION IN 
POST-SOVIET ART
THE COLLECTIVE  
ACTIONS GROUP BEFORE 
AND AFTER 1989

Octavian Eşanu

related titles

308 pages, 20 b&w photos, 2015
978-963-386-068-7   cloth
$75.00 / ¤65.00 / £60.00
978-615-5225-92-5   paperback
$29.99 / ¤25.00/ £22.50

Expanding the horizon of art under communism, 
Fowkes uncovers the history of artistic engagement 
with the natural environment in the Eastern Bloc. The 
book presents distinctive approaches to nature, from 
attempts to raise environmental awareness among  
citizens to the quest for cosmological existence.  
The study deals with the early 1970s in the light  
of the changes brought by the social and political  
upheavals of 1968. 

THE GREEN BLOC

Maja Fowkes 

UNDERGROUND 
MODERNITY
URBAN POETICS IN EAST-CENTRAL 
EUROPE, PRE- AND POST-1989

NEO-AVANT-GARDE ART 
AND ECOLOGY UNDER 
SOCIALISM

https://ceupress.com/order/ebooks
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Communist Gourmet presents a lively, detailed account of how the communist regime in Bul-
garia determined people’s everyday food experience between 1944 and 1989. It examines the 
daily routines of acquiring food, cooking it, and eating out at restaurants through the memo-
ries of Bulgarians and foreigners during communism.

In looking back on a wide array of issues and events, Albena Shkodrova attempts to explain 
the paradoxes of daily existence. She reports human stories that are touching, sometimes 
dark, but often full of humor and anecdotes from nearly one hundred people: some of them 
are Bulgarians who were involved in the communist food industry, whether as consumers or 
employees, while others are visitors from the United States and Western Europe who report 
culinary highlights and disappointments. The author made use of the national press, officially 
published cookbooks, Communist Party documents, and other previously unstudied sources.
Illustrated recipes of dishes typical of the period and an extensive set of archival photographs 
are special features of the volume. 

184 pages, 13 photos and 7 recipes, 2015
978-963-386-089-2   cloth
$55.00 / ¤45.00 / £40.00
978-963-386-090-8   paperback
$21.95 / ¤18.00 / £16.50

The burek is a pie made of pastry dough filled with 
various fillings that is well-known in the Balkans, and 
also in Turkey and in the Near East by other names.  
After a brief stroll through its history, Mlekuž focuses 
on the present state of the burek, which, in Slovenia, 
has become a loaded metaphor for the Balkans and  
immigrants from the republics of the former Yugoslavia. 

220 pages, 80 photos, 7 recipes 
978-963-386-403-6 paperback
$27.50 / ¤ 23.00 / £19.50

COMMUNIST 
GOURMET  

BUREK
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Albena Shkodrova
Institute for Social Movements  
in Bochum, Germany

related titles

Jernej Mlekuž

Winner of the 2019 National Jewish Book Award in 
the category of Food Writing & Cookbooks, this book 
covers the culinary traditions and eating habits of Hun-
garian Jewry up to the 1940s, ranging from kashrut 
(the system of keeping the kitchen kosher) through 
the history of cookbooks, and some typical dishes.  
Although primarily a cultural history and not a cook-
book, it includes 83 recipes.

432 pages, 2019
978-963-386-273-5   paperback
$60.00 / ¤ 54.00 / £47.00

JEWISH CUISINE IN 
HUNGARY 
A CULTURAL HISTORY  
WITH 83 AUTHENTIC  
RECIPES 

András Koerner 

THE CURIOUS HISTORY 
OF FOOD IN THE  
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC  
OF BULGARIA

A CULINARY METAPHOR

https://ceupress.com/order/ebooks
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Three generations of a family of lawyers have run a firm founded in 1893 in the small city 
of Becskerek (today in Serbian Zrenjanin), first part of the Austro-Hungarian Habsburg 
monarchy, then Hungary, then Yugoslavia, then for a while under German occupation, 
then again part of Yugoslavia, and finally, of Serbia. In the Banat district of the province 
of Vojvodina, the multiplicity of languages and religions and the changes of place names 
were a matter of course.

What is practically unprecedented, all files, folders, and documents of the law office have 
survived. They concern marriages, divorces, births, and testaments, as well as expulsions, 
emigrations, incarcerations, and releases of these largely rural and small-town dwellers. 
Mundane cases reflect times through war, peace, revolution, and counter-revolution, 
through serfdom and freedom, through comfort and poverty. The files also show every-
day lives shaped in spite of history. Tibor Várady transforms them into affecting and vivid 
vignettes, selecting and commenting without sentimentality but with empathy. The law 
office of the three generations of the Várady family demonstrates that the legal profession 
permits, and in difficult times, even requires, its members to defend the ordinary men and 
women against the powers of state and society.
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260 pages, 35 b&w photos 
978-963-386-407-4 cloth
$85.00 / ¤71.00 / £61.00

PEOPLE IN SPITE OF 
HISTORY
STORIES FOUND IN AN  
ATTORNEY ARCHIVE IN THE 
BANAT REGION

Tibor Várady
Central European University, 
Budapest-Vienna

396 pages, 2019
978-963-386-305-3    paperback
$40.00 /¤ 35.00/ £31.00

“Readers are provided with a glimpse into the lives 
of four of the most iconic medieval historians of the 
twentieth century. This privileged access is mediated 
to us through their students, who themselves have 
now, in turn, achieved international acclaim. The 
stories associated with these four scholars as they 
navigated their tumultuous milieu will perhaps most 
impress readers.”- H-Net Reviews

TIMES OF 
UPHEAVAL
FOUR MEDIEVALISTS IN 
TWENTIETH-CENTURY 
CENTRAL EUROPE

Before he became a professor at UCLA, Berend  
survived five regime changes and two revolutions in 
Hungary, made a full academic career, and was one 
of the masterminds of regime change in his home 
country. His memoir raises basic historical questions 
and debates, compares East European and American 
higher education systems, and presents an eyewitness’ 
insights on life in the United States.

284 pages, includes 32 b&w photos, 2009
978-963-9776-48-7   cloth
$55.00 / ¤ 45.00/ £40.00

HISTORY IN MY LIFE
A MEMOIR  
OF THREE ERAS 

Iván T. Berend

Pavlína Rychterová
Gábor Klaniczay
Paweł Kras
Walter Pohl

Edited by

https://ceupress.com/order/ebooks


related titles
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Jérôme aan de Wiel
University College Cork, Ireland

Postwar Marshall-Plan aid to Europe, including Ireland, is well documented, but practically 
nothing is known about simultaneous Irish aid to Europe. This book provides a full record 
of the aid–mainly food but also clothes, blankets, medicines, etc.—that Ireland donated 
to continental Europe, including France, the Netherlands, Hungary, the Balkans, Italy, and 
zones of occupied Germany.

Starting with Ireland’s neutral wartime record, often wrongly presented as pro-German when 
Ireland in fact unofficially favored the western Allies, aan de Wiel explains why the de Val-
era government sent humanitarian aid to the devastated continent. His book analyses the 
logistics of collection and distribution of supplies sent abroad as far as the Greek islands.

Despite some alleged Cold-War hijacking of Irish relief—and this humanitarianism was not 
above the politics of that East–West confrontation—it became mostly a story of hope, 
generosity, and European Christian solidarity. Rich archival records from Ireland and the Eu-
ropean beneficiary countries, as well as contemporary local and national newspapers across 
Europe, allow the author to measure and describe not only the official but also the popular 
response to Irish relief schemes. This work is illustrated with contemporary photographs and 
some key graphs and tables that show the extent of the aid program.

430 pages, 25 photos, 34 tables 
978-963-386-409-8 cloth
$105.00 / ¤88.00 / £75.00

PEOPLE IN SPITE OF
HISTORY

IRELAND’S HELPING 
HAND TO EUROPE
COMBATTING HUNGER FROM  
NORMANDY TO TIRANA, 1945–1950

CONVERSATIONS ABOUT 
LITHUANIA AND EUROPE 
IN THE TWENTIETH  
CENTURY AND TODAY

382 pages, 30 b&w photos, 2020
978-963-386-359-6   paperback
$30.00 / ¤ 25.00 / £21.50

The dialogue between a Lithuanian historian and an 
exceptional person—theatre critic, Germanist, and 
long-time chair of the Open Lithuania Fund board 
Irena Veisaitė reveals both one individual’s dramat-
ic life and the fate of Europe and Lithuania in the 
twentieth century. The interlocutors ask each other: 
“What, how, and why do we remember? How do we 
learn to understand and forgive?”

LIFE SHOULD BE 
TRANSPARENT 

Aurimas Švedas 
Irena Veisaitė

364 pages, 2020
978-963-386-323-7   cloth
$95.00 / ¤ 80.00 / £68.00

After World War II, both of these cities went through 
cataclysmic changes in population and culture. Polish 
prewar Lwów became Soviet Lvov, and then Ukrainian 
Lviv. Breslau, the third largest city in Germany before 
1945, was in turn “recovered” by communist Poland 
as Wrocław. The chapters in this book compare the 
two cities by focusing on lived experiences and  
“bottom-up” historical processes.

LVIV AND 
WROCŁAW, CITIES 
IN PARALLEL?
MYTH, MEMORY,  
AND MIGRATION,  
C. 1890-PRESENT

Jan Fellerer 
Robert Pyrah

Edited by

https://ceupress.com/order/ebooks
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Without the labor of the captives and slaves, the Ottoman empire could not have attained 
and maintained its strength in early modern times. With Anatolia as the geographic focus, 
Leslie Peirce searches for the voices of the unfree, drawing on archives, histories written at 
the time, and legal texts.

Unfree persons comprised two general populations: slaves and captives. Mostly household 
workers, slaves lived in a variety of circumstances, from squalor to luxury. Their duties varied 
with the status of their owner. Slave status might not last a lifetime, as Islamic law and Otto-
man practice endorsed freeing one’s slave.

Captives were typically seized in raids, generally to disappear, their fates unknown. Victims 
rarely returned home, despite efforts of their families and neighbors to recover them. The 
reader learns what it was about the Ottoman environment of the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries that offered some captives the opportunity to improve the conditions of their bond-
age. The book describes imperial efforts to fight against the menace of captive-taking despite 
the widespread corruption among the state’s own officials, who had their own interest in 
captive labor.

A SPECTRUM OF 
UNFREEDOM

140 pages

978-963-386-399-2  paperback
$13.95 / ¤ 11.99 / £9.95
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Leslie Peirce 
Cornell, Berkeley, and New York University

161 pages, 17 illustrations, 2003
978-963-9241-67-1   cloth 
$55.00 / ¤ 45.00/ £40.00
978-963-9241-78-7   paperback
$21.95 / ¤ 18.00 / £16.50

The historical biography of a true Jewish heroine,  
Gracia Mendes. Born in 1510 in Portugal, the book 
details this woman’s extraordinary personality until 
her death in 1569 in Constantinople. At the age of 27 
Gracia became a widow, yet she went on to raise her 
children and run the family business all on her own. 
Her travels led her through Antwerp, Venice, Ragusa, 
and finally to the Ottoman Empire.

THE LONG JOURNEY 
OF GRACIA MENDES 

CAPTIVES AND SLAVES IN THE 
OTTOMAN EMPIRE

242 pages, 5 illustrations, 2017
978-963-386-149-3   cloth
$65.00 / ¤ 53.00 / £47.00

“A timely addition to the existing body of scholarship 
that has sought to problematize entrenched catego-
ries in the study of transnational political and cultural 
contacts between East and West, and to propose new 
models to better understand the complex processes of 
image-making that sparked from political coexistence 
in the early modern period.” – World Literature Studies

PRACTICES OF 
COEXISTENCE 
CONSTRUCTIONS OF  
THE OTHER IN EARLY 
MODERN PERCEPTIONS

Marianna D. Birnbaum 
Marcell Sebők Marianna D. Birnbaum

Edited by

https://ceupress.com/order/ebooks


related titles

One of the goals of Russia’s Eastern policy was to turn Moldavia and Wallachia, the two Roma-
nian principalities north of the Danube, from Ottoman vassals into a controllable buffer zone 
and a springboard for future military operations against Constantinople. Russia on the Danube 
describes the divergent interests and uneasy cooperation between the Russian officials and 
the Moldavian and Wallachian nobility in a key period between 1812 and 1834. Victor Taki’s 
meticulous examination of the plans and memoranda composed by Russian administrators 
and the Romanian elite underlines the crucial consequences of this encounter. The Moldavian 
and Wallachian nobility used the Russian–Ottoman rivalry in order to preserve and expand 
their traditional autonomy. The comprehensive institutional reforms born out of their interac-
tion with the tsar’s officials consolidated territorial statehood on the lower Danube, providing 
the building blocks of a nation state.

The main conclusion of the book is that although Russian policy was driven by self-interest, 
and despite the Russophobia among a great part of the Romanian intellectuals, this turbulent 
period significantly contributed to the emergence, several decades later, of modern Romania.

92021 SUMMER & SPRING  •  ALL AVAILABLE AS EBOOKS

430 pages, 5 b&w illustrations 
978-963-386-382-4  cloth
$105.00 / ¤ 88.00 / £75.00

Victor Taki 
Concordia University of Edmonton

RUSSIA ON THE DANUBE
  EMPIRE, ELITES, AND REFORM  
IN MOLDAVIA AND WALLACHIA, 
1812–1834

300 pages, 3 figures, 2021
978-963-386-177-6   cloth
$75.00/ ¤63.00/ £54.00 

With a balance between historical and literary 
contri-butions, the focus of these essays is on the 
ideological hybridity of the new national identities 
and on the  effects of “imperial nationalisms” on 
the emerging Balkan nationalisms. 

The authors reveal the relation between empire and 
nation-state, observing that many of the new nation  
states retained imperial features and behaved as  
empires. 

IMAGINED EMPIRES

Dimitris Stamatopoulos

Edited by

CONSTRUCTING ETHNIC 
NATIONALISM IN  
EASTERN AND SOUTH-
EASTERN EUROPE

John R. Lampe 
Constantin Iordachi

Edited by

340 pages, 2020
978-963-386-325-1   cloth
$85.00 / ¤71.00/ £61.00

In an attempt to help overcome the stereotypes 
that still pervade Balkan historiography, this book  
concentrates on controversies from the precommunist 
period, including the Ottoman and Eastern Christian 
Orthodox legacies, the post-1918 struggles involving 
state-building; the effect of European economic and 
cultural influence as well as the role of violence and 
paramilitary forces in the interwar period 

BATTLING OVER 
THE BALKANS
HISTORIOGRAPHICAL 
QUESTIONS AND  
CONTROVERSIES 

https://ceupress.com/order/ebooks


related titles

THE FUTURE OF PUBLIC SERVICE  
MEDIA IN THE WESTERN BALKANS

new
 books
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UP IN THE AIR? 

310 pages, 12 tables, 5 figures 
978-963-386-401-2 cloth
$85.00 / ¤ 71.00/ £61.00

The agenda for transition after the demise of communism in the Western Balkans made the 
conversion of state radio and television into public service broadcasters a priority, converting 
mouthpieces of the regime into public forums in which various interests and standpoints 
could be shared and deliberated. There is general agreement that this endeavor has not been 
a success. Formally, the countries adopted the legal and institutional requirements of public 
service media according to European standards. The ruling political elites, however, retained 
their control over the public media by various means. 

Can this trend be reversed? Instead of being marginalized or totally manipulated, can  
public service media become vehicles of genuine democratization? What are the interests and  
powers at work on both sides of the contest? 

A comparison of the public media in seven countries (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Croatia, Kosovo, Montenegro, North Macedonia, and Serbia) addresses these important 
questions. 

By comparing media and political systems in East-Cen-
tral as well as in Western Europe this book identi-
fies many of the reasons possibly responsible for the  
extensive and intensive party control over the media.  
It takes a closer look at five former communist countries 
(Hungary, Bulgaria, Poland, Romania, and Slovenia) to 
explain variations in media freedom and the politiciza-
tion of the news media. 

284 pages, 1 figure and 5 tables, 2014
978-963-386-041-0   cloth
$75.00 / ¤65.00/ £60.00

PARTY COLONISATION 
OF THE MEDIA IN  
CENTRAL AND  
EASTERN EUROPE

Péter Bajomi-Lázár

360 pages, 2018 
978-963-386-259-9   cloth
$105.00 / ¤90.00 / £85.00

Examining twenty years of international media assis-
tance in Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Kosovo, Mace-
donia, and Serbia the studies in this book offer valuable 
insights into the nature and effects of media assistance 
and the strategies of international aid agencies. It raises 
important questions around what happens to imported 
models when they are applied to newly evolving media 
systems in societies in transition.

MEDIA CONSTRAINED 
BY CONTEXT 

Kristina Irion 
Tarik Jusić 

Edited by

INTERNATIONAL  
ASSISTANCE AND THE 
TRANSITION TO  
DEMOCRATIC MEDIA IN 
THE WESTERN BALKANS

Edited by 

Tarik Jusić
University of New York in Prague

Davor Marko Thomson Foundation in Belgrade, 

Serbia and Central European University

Laia Castro Herrero 
University of Zurich, Switzerland

Manuel Puppis
University of Fribourg, Switzerland 
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MEMORY CRASH
POLITICS OF HISTORY IN AND 
AROUND UKRAINE, 1980S-2010s

365 pages, 4 tables

978-963-386-380-0  cloth
$105.00 / ¤ 88.00 / £75.00
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318 pages, 2009
978-963-9776-26-5   cloth
$85.00 / ¤ 75.00 / £67.00
978-963-9776-43-2   paperback
$29.99 / ¤ 25.00 / £22.50

“By offering alternative and competing visions of the 
past, this edited volume is of great interest to scholars  
of Ukraine. It illustrates the importance of moving  
beyond a teleological, linear, and ‘national’ narrative. 
At the same time it reminds us that there are a number 
of issues in Ukrainian history that should be re-ex-
amined through a transnational approach.” – Harvard 
Ukrainian Studies 

A LABORATORY OF 
TRANSNATIONAL 
HISTORY

This account of historical politics in Ukraine, framed in a broader European context, shows 
how social, political, and cultural groups have used and misused the past from the final 
years of the Soviet Union to 2020. Georgiy Kasianov details practices relating to history and 
memory by a variety of actors, including state institutions, non-governmental organizations, 
political parties, historians, and local governments. He identifies the main political purposes 
of these practices in the construction of nation and identity, struggles for power, warfare, 
and international relations.

Kasianov considers the Ukrainian case in the context of a global increase in the politics 
of history and memory, with particular emphasis on a distinctive East-European variety.  
He pays special attention to the use and abuse of history in relations between Ukraine, 
Russia, and Poland.

A volume in the series of Historical Studies in Eastern Europe and Eurasia.

Georgiy Kasianov
National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine

UKRAINE AND RECENT 
UKRAINIAN HISTORIOG-
RAPHY

related titles

376 pages, 2007
978-963-7326-29-6   paperback
$32.00/ ¤ 26.00 / £23.50 

“Intrigued by the heavy reliance on history to craft 
a sense of national identity in post-Soviet Ukraine, 
Marples sets out to explore the various historical  
narratives of the Ukrainian experience of Soviet rule. 
He evaluates these competing narratives in terms of 
their potential to shape collective memories and in-
form perceptions of a common historical experience 
that could provide the cultural underpinnings of the 
political project of nation building.” – Slavic Review

HEROES AND 
VILLAINS 
CREATING NATIONAL  
HISTORY IN  
CONTEMPORARY  
UKRAINE

David R. Marples
Georgiy Kasianov
Philipp Ther

Edited by
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The second volume of the history of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Develop-
ment (EBRD) takes up the story of how the Bank has become an indispensable part of the 
international financial architecture. It tracks the rollercoaster ride during this period, includ-
ing the Bank’s crucial coordinating role in response to global and regional crises, the calls for 
its presence as an investor in Turkey, the Middle East, and North Africa and later Greece and 
Cyprus, as well as the consequences of conflicts within its original region. It shows how in 
the face of the growing threat of global warming, the EBRD, working mainly with the private 
sector, developed a sustainable energy business model to tackle climate change.

Transforming Markets also examines how the EBRD broadened its investment criteria,  
arguing that transition towards sustainable economies requires market qualities that are 
not only competitive and integrated but which are also resilient, well-governed, green, and 
more inclusive. This approach aligned with the 2015 Paris Agreement and the international 
community’s 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, with its core set of 17 sustainable 
development goals. The story of the EBRD’s own transition and rich history provides a route 
map for building the sustainable markets necessary for future growth and prosperity.

420 pages, 30 photos, 2020
978-963-386-384-8   paperback
$35.00/ ¤29.00 / £25.00

The first volume of a history in two parts, this book 
charts the EBRD’s life from a fledgling high-risk, start-
up investing in former communist countries to become 
an established member of the international financial 
community. The author describes the multilateral ne-
gotiations that created this cosmopolitan institution 
with a “European character” and the emergence of its 
unique business model. 

AFTER THE BERLIN 
WALL

Andrew Kilpatrick 

By what mechanisms does trust influence economic 
outcomes? Under what conditions do these mecha-
nisms prevail? How do debates about trust help our un-
derstanding of the subprime crisis in Europe? The book 
seeks to link theoretical debates on the relevance of 
trust in economic outcomes with the current arguments 
about the origins and lessons of the subprime crisis.

238 pages, 6 tables and 45 figures, 2013
978-615-5225-22-2 cloth
$65.00 / ¤53.00 / £47.00

INSTITUTIONAL 
TRUST AND  
ECONOMIC POLICY

Dóra Győrffy

LESSONS FROM THE  
HISTORY OF THE EURO

A HISTORY OF THE EBRD, 
VOLUME 1

TRANSFORMING 
MARKETS
A DEVELOPMENT BANK FOR THE 
21ST CENTURY 
A HISTORY OF THE EBRD, VOLUME 2

380 pages, 30 photos

978-963-386-411-1 paperback
$35.00 / ¤29.00 / £25.00

Andrew Kilpatrick
Consultant to the EBRD
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OUR MAN IN 
WARSZAWA
HOW THE WEST MISREAD POLAND

220 pages

978-963-386-395-4 paperback
$24.95 / ¤ 21.00/ £18.00
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These essays and interviews by Polish, British, and 
American academics and journalists provides an over-
view of current Polish politics for both the informed 
and the non-specialist reader. They consider why and 
how Jarosław Kaczynski’s party returned to power, and 
the why and how of its policies while in power. They 
help to make sense of how “history” plays a key role 
in Polish public life and politics.

294 pages, 8 figures and 6 tables, 2018
978-963-7326-46-2 cloth
$75.00 / ¤ 65.00 / £60.00

POLAND’S MEMORY 
WARS

Written by a Brit who has lived and worked in Poland for more than twenty years, this book 
challenges some accepted thinking in the West about Poland and about the rise of Law and 
Justice (PiS) as the ruling party in 2015. It is a remarkable account of the Polish post-1989 
transition and contemporary politics, combining personal views and experience with careful 
fact and material collections. The result is a vivid description of the events and scrupulous 
explanations of the political processes, and all this with an interesting twist—a perspective 
of a foreigner and insider at the same time. Settled in the position of participant observer,  
Jo Harper combines the methods of macro-, and microanalysis with critical discourse analysis  
(CDA). He presents and interprets the constituent elements and issues of contemporary 
Poland: the main political forces, the Church, the media, issues of gender, the Russian  
connection, the much-disputed judicial reform, and many others.

A special feature of the book is the detailed examination of the coverage of Poland’s latest 
two elections, one in 2019 (parliamentary) and the other in 2020 (presidential) in the British 
media, an insightful and witty specimen of comparative cultural and political analysis.

Jo Harper
News Editor, Deutsche Welle

ESSAYS ON ILLIBERALISM

related titles

Csigó reconceives politics as a speculative, Keynesian 
beauty contest where political actors put great value 
on pundits’ interpretations of popular public opinion. 
This book unravels how the shift has been driven by 
the idea of “liquid control”—that postindustrial elec-
torates should be reached through flexibly designed 
media campaigns. 

426 pages, 11 tables, 2 figures  
and 7 online appendices,  2016 
978-963-386-167-7    cloth
$105.00 / ¤90.00/ £85.00

THE NEOPOPULAR 
BUBBLE 
SPECULATING ON  
“THE PEOPLE” IN LATE 
MODERN DEMOCRACY

Péter Csigó Jo Harper
Edited by
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THE ANATOMY OF 
POST-COMMUNIST 
REGIMES
A CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

820 pages, 85 tables, 50 figures, 42 text 
boxes,  58 QR codes
978-963-386-393-0 paperback
$49.99 / ¤ 42.00 / £36.00

712 pages, 31 tables and 45 figures, 2019
978-963-386-214-8   paperback
$50.00 / ¤40.00 / £36.00

The contributions to this book capture the essence of 
post-communist politics by focusing on the informal, 
often intentionally hidden, disguised, and illicit un-
derstandings and arrangements that penetrate formal  
institutions. Countries analyzed include Azerbaijan, 
Belarus, Georgia, Hungary, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova,  
Poland, Russia, and Ukraine. 

STUBBORN 
STRUCTURES 

Offering a single, coherent framework of the political, economic, and social phenomena that 
characterize post-communist regimes, this is the most comprehensive work on the subject to 
date. Beyond cataloguing the actors, institutions, and dynamics of post-communist democ-
racies, autocracies, and dictatorships, Magyar and Madlovics also conceptualize everything as 
building blocks to a larger, coherent structure: a new language for post-communist regimes.

The analysis embraces the color revolutions of civil resistance (as in Georgia and in Ukraine) 
and the defensive mechanisms of democracy and autocracy; the evolution of corrup-
tion and the workings of “relational economy”; an analysis of China as “market-exploit-
ing dictatorship”; and the instrumental use of ideology, with an emphasis on populism. 

While being the most definitive book on the topic, the book is nevertheless written in an 
accessible style suitable for both beginners who wish to understand the logic of post-commu-
nism and scholars who are interested in original contributions to comparative regime theory. 
“This ambitious book provides not only a better vocabulary, but a whole new grammar for 
describing the political regimes that emerged in communism’s wake.”—Henry Hale, George 
Washington University

This is the paperback version of the 2020 cloth edition.

Bálint Magyar 
CEU Democracy Institute, Budapest
Bálint Madlovics 
Financial Research Institute, Budapest

RECONCEPTUALIZING 
POST-COMMUNIST 
REGIMES

Henry E. Hale

Bálint Magyar

With an introduction by 

Edited by

336 pages, 8 tables and 5 figures, 2016
978-615-5513-54-1   paperback
$29.99 / ¤25.00 / £22.50

“This is an important book, a rigorous and compel-
ling analysis of how the young democrats of 1989 
became the middle-aged populist rulers of 2016. As 
countries from Poland to the Philippines to Great 
Britain to the United States fall under the sway of 
populists and demagogues, this analysis is more 
timely and urgent than ever.”—Slavic Review 

POST-COMMUNIST 
MAFIA STATE
THE CASE OF HUNGARY

Bálint Magyar

related titles
new

 books
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